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This document contains a Reflection, a Commentary, Intercessions and a Meditation for the 
Transgender Day of Remembrance: November 20th 2017. These four documents are also available 
separately. A liturgy for a Transgender Day of Remembrance service is also available 

 

Service: Gilchrist, Susan. (2017): "Reflection and Intercessions or Meditation the 2017 Transgender 
Day of Remembrance":   http://www.tgdr.co.uk/documents/ SuH1108m-

ReflectionsAndMeditationTransgenderDayOfRemembrance.pdf 

Liturgy: Gilchrist, Susan. (2016): "Liturgy for a Transgender Day of Remembrance":   
http://www.tgdr.co.uk/documents/ SuH1108g-TransgenderDayOfRemembranceLiturgy.pdf 

Reflection: Gilchrist, Susan. (2017): "Let us be Our Selves”:  http://www.tgdr.co.uk/documents/ 
SuH1108a-Reflection-LetUsbeOurSelves.pdf 

Commentary: Gilchrist, Susan. (2017): "Hearing without Listening: The Eunuch and the Christian 
Church":  http://www.tgdr.co.uk/documents/013B-HearingWithoutListening.pdf 

Meditation: Gilchrist, Susan. (2017): " Meditation: On the Prayer of St Francis":   
http://www.tgdr.co.uk/documents/ SuH1108d-MeditationTransgenderDayofRemembrance.pdf 

Intercessions: Gilchrist, Susan. (2017): " Intercessions for a Transgender Day of Remembrance”:  
http://www.tgdr.co.uk/documents/ SuH1108e-IntercessionsForATransgenderDayOfRemembrance.pdf 

 

Reflection: Let us be Our Selves 

In the United Kingdom, between 2016 and 2017 reports of transphobic hate crime have risen by 180 percent. 
There were only 19 prosecutions for transphobic hate crimes during this period, despite this huge rise to 582 
incidents. Two transgender people have committed suicide while in custody in United Kingdom prisons. One 
transgender person is leaving for New Zealand because this is considered a safer place to live. Concern 
about the widespread nature of persecution and discrimination of transgender people has already been raised 

in the United Kingdom Parliament. These are just some of the incidents that have been reported: Joanna 
Jamel, senior lecturer in criminology at London’s Kingston University, told the Independent: "There's 
a dark figure of unreported and unrecorded crimes and we'll never know what that true figure is”. 
The nature of this secular scapegoating and persecution is not helped by those doctrines of the 
Christian Church which decree that sexuality and gender identity are God-given attributes and that 
any departure, for any purpose, from their divinely created male and female stereotypes is always a 
falling from grace, which pursues inappropriate sexual desires and is a grievous sin. In various 
States of the United States the legitimacy of the identities of all transgender people is being denied 
by the passing of legislation which demands that all transgender people use facilities according to 
the gender identity assigned to them at birth, regardless of the gender identity they possess, and 
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any physical transformations they have made. Not only is this being supported by groups of 
protestant evangelical Christians, it is also being supported by senior Prelates in the Roman 
Catholic Church. President Trump is trying to reinstate the ban on transgender people serving in the 
military. With the support of various Christian and Church groups, and under his watch, other legal 
protections are being rescinded. Providing appropriate care for transgender children is also being 
rejected for the same reasons. 

The ideas behind the Christian doctrine that transgender and sexual identities are the result of 
lifestyle choices which are promoted by the pursuit of inappropriate desires are rejected by a 
worldwide consensus of modern science. In the Western world, the great majority of professional 

medical and psychological institutions currently regard both gender and sexually variant identities 
and behaviour as naturally expected variations of the human condition which are intrinsic to the 
personality created, that arise very early in development and cannot be changed either by the 
individual concerned or by the predations of others in subsequent life. That is supported by the lived 
experience of transgender people. The reasons behind their overriding compulsions to seek gender 
reassignment are usually not to become a man or a woman, instead it is to be able to be true to 
their own selves in their everyday lives. Some may willingly engage in sex work, others can be 
forced into it because their economic circumstances give them no alternative. Because it fulfils a 
search for identity and not behaviour, as wide a range of moral attitudes, loyalties and commitments 
are found amongst the transgender community as in the population at large. Some of the people 
beside you may be transgender, yet you could never tell from the away they live their lives. After 
transition many merge invisibly into society in their new roles, but that still does not stop them from 
being rejected, discriminated against or condemned by society for being who they are, or from being 
made victims of harassment and guilt by the traditional doctrines of Christian Church. For 
transsexuals the suicide rate is 8 to 10 times higher than that of the general population. A recent 
report, which studied 3700 people, shows that more than four in five transgender young people 
have self-harmed and more than two in five transgender young people have attempted to take their 
own lives. There is a fundamental contradiction between science and theology, but up to now major 
religious traditions have put an absolute embargo on even considering the possibility of change to 
the traditional doctrines of the Christian Church. 

Each year on the Transgender Day of Remembrance we commemorate all transgender people who 
have been murdered by others for being who they are, or who have taken their own lives because of 
the persecution they have endured. If this remembering is to be genuine we must also accept and 
recognise our own contributions to their harassment, and that must include a reassessment of the 
traditional doctrines of the Christian Church. A commentary, where these doctrines are examined 
has been prepared and it follows below. This is available at: http://www.tgdr.co.uk/documents/013B-
HearingWithoutListening.pdf. A meditation, which is based on the Prayer of St Francis, and 
suggested Intercessions are also provided. In the role of Jesus as the suffering servant the true 
message of the Gospel is revealed. As we reflect on these and as we hear the list of names of those 
who transgender people who have been murdered or who have taken their own lives because of the 
harassment of others, as Jesus died on the cross for us, he also died for these people too. 

© Susan Gilchrist 2017 

 

Commentary: Hearing without Listening: The Eunuch and the 
Christian Church. 
 
 
When Philip the Evangelist was on the road from Jerusalem to Gaza he met an Ethiopian eunuch. Philip had 
been to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home: (the story is in Acts 8:27). The eunuch was sitting in 
his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah, and had come to Isaiah 53:7-8.  
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“He was oppressed and He was afflicted, 
Yet He opened not His mouth; 
He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, 
And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 
So He opened not His mouth. 
He was taken from prison and from judgment, 
And who will declare His generation? 
For He was cut off from the land of the living; 
For the transgressions of My people He was stricken”. 
 
Philip asked the Ethiopian, "Do you understand what you are reading?" The eunuch said he did not, and he 
asked Philip to explain the text to him. Philip told him what it meant and the Ethiopian asked to be baptized.  
 
So what did Philip understand the message of Jesus to be, and what would it have meant to the eunuch 
himself? The type of eunuch which is described in this passage and in Matthew 19:12 is a person that has 
long been viewed as a symbol of chastity and celibacy. First century Roman society took the opposite view. 
Every person who transgressed the severely enforced sex and gender boundaries in this socially and gender 
unequal society disrupted the good order it needed, and was made a scapegoat for sexual depravity that 
occurred. Roman society had strong codes of moral behaviour for its male and female citizens, but these did 
not apply to non-citizens. Responsibility was expected, but sexual abuse was rife. Any male Roman citizen 
could abuse another male of lesser status without legal penalty, and everyone who was not a citizen could be 
a target for that abuse. No high ranking official, including the Ethiopian eunuch was immune to the exclusions 
and condemnations this brought. Castration at that time was also considered to do much more than remove 
the reproductive organs: it created someone who was regarded as a member of a “third sex”. These people 
were despised and were considered morally dubious and profligate because of the ways in which they 
transgressed the sex-gender boundaries, and their threat to the social structure of a male dominated society. 
Their loyalty was suspected because of what had been done to them. The higher the rank they were given; 
the greater was the perceived threat. Choosing a eunuch to be the symbolic messenger who took the Gospel 
to the world meant that the early Church was selecting someone who was a sexual outcast in society. More 
than that, this action also identified the Early Church with the actions of the Goddess Cults who were 
challenging the masculine domination and the abuses of male power in Roman society through the impact of 
their own self-castrated male priests and the gender disruption which their behaviour created.  
 
If these gender disruptions were of no consequence to the early Church, they were also of no consequence to 
Jesus in Matthew 19:12 when he said: “For there are eunuchs who have been so from birth, and there are 
eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by others, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves 
eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let anyone accept this who can.” It is of note that Jesus was 
expanding here on Isaiah 56:4-5 which says: “For thus says the Lord: To the eunuchs who keep my 
Sabbaths, who choose the things that please me and hold fast my covenant,

 
I will give, in my house and 

within my walls, a monument and a name better than sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting 
name that shall not be cut off”.  This Old Testament passage refers to those who were made eunuchs by the 
force of others. In the New Testament Jesus extends the same welcome to people who have voluntarily 
castrated themselves. In these societies a moral duality existed. A voluntary physical transformation was a 
mark of religious devotion, either circumcision in Judaism, or self-castration in the case of the Goddess Cults. 
However this statement in Matthew also means that such physical changes and gender non-conformities are 
of no consequence in lives which are lived in the love of Christ…..  And that viewpoint is reflected in the 
Apostolic Decree issued by the early Church. There is little doubt about the authenticity of this text. The direct 
nature of the statement caused major difficulties for the Christian Church, and the present day idea that this 
passage simply refers to modes of behaviour was totally foreign to the first century world. 
 
These first century attitudes must be compared with the doctrines of the present day Church which define 
homosexuality and, by extension, all forms of gender and sexually variant behaviour as disordered acts of 
grave depravity and lifestyle choices which can be diverted through the predations of others and are in pursuit 
of lust and immoral acts. Like the eunuch whose identity was forced upon him by the actions of others, the 
worldwide scientific consensus shows that gender and sexually variant people pursue a search for identity 
rather than delights of sex. The consequence of this is that a moral duality must exist; in which gender and 
sexually variant people who express their true attractions and identities in ways that conform to the highest 
moral standards of their own societies should be highly regarded while those who misuse these relationships 
ought to be very severely condemned for their acts. There is therefore a contradiction between the present 
day scientific consensus and the traditional teaching of the Church. To condemn every gender and sexually 
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variant person for the abuses of some is akin to condemning all members of a minority community because 
some engage in terrorist acts and great harm has been done by the medical misdiagnoses which these 
doctrines have created.  
 
What is important about these passages is that both Jesus and the early Church saw beyond the secular 
scapegoating which condemned every gender and sexually variant person who sought to express their true 
identity as disordered behaviour which disrupted the male and female stereotypes demanded by these gender 
and socially unequal societies. That understanding is totally absent in what today is regarded as the traditional 
teaching of the Christian Church, as exemplified in Article 2357 of the Catechism of the Roman Catholic 
Church, which condemns all forms of homosexual and by extension all forms of gender and sexually variant 
behaviour, regardless of purpose, as: relationships between men or between women who experience an 
exclusive or predominant sexual attraction toward persons of the same sex. It has taken a great variety of 
forms through the centuries and in different cultures. Its psychological genesis remains largely unexplained. 
Basing itself on Sacred Scripture, which presents homosexual acts as acts of grave depravity, Tradition has 
always declared that "Homosexual acts are intrinsically disordered." They are contrary to the natural law. They 
close the sexual act to the gift of life. They do not proceed from a genuine affective and sexual 
complementarity. Under no circumstances can they be approved”. This has brought the Church to collude with 
the secular demands of a gender unequal society rather than to challenge them. It has also produced the 
contradictions between science and theology which create divisions in the present day Church. Not only has 
this consent reinforced the secular prejudices of such discriminatory societies; it gave and it still continues to 
give religious legitimacy to them. In many African countries extreme penalties against homosexual and 
transgender behaviour are being advocated or applied. In other parts of the world; and most notably in the 
United States at the present time Christian Churches are using this traditional to argue for legal permission to 
discriminate against gender and sexually variant people, and to deny transgender people the right to express 
or use public facilities in accordance with the gender identity that they know they possess.  
 
A paradigm shift has therefore occurred in Christian teaching, where the first century condemnations of same-
sex intercourse that were based on the abuses of power, purpose and hospitality in gender and socially 
unequal societies… which Jesus, John, Paul and the other disciples would have known… have been turned 
into the unvarying condemnation of the sexual act. In associated studies it is demonstrated that sexual 
morality in the first century was not primarily determined on a gendered basis. Instead the distinction was 
made between the between actions which fulfilled the noble pursuit of love, and those which sought the carnal 
abuse of sex. The abuses of secular power in these despotic gender and socially unequal societies of the first 
century also gave permission for the extreme abuses of sex and Paul’s condemnations must be judged using 
these criteria and not those of the traditional teaching of the Church. By the time of the fourth century all 
references to the abuses of power had disappeared from Christian doctrine. Instead of a doctrine which could 
endorse same-sex relationships that were given in love it was assumed that all forms of same-sex 
relationships were invariably engaged in for the carnal abuse of sex. 
 
In the story of the Good Samaritan an equivalent need to step beyond this secular scapegoating by society is 
found. To the man who asked Jesus: "Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?" Jesus said: “If 
you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor and you will have treasure in heaven; 
and come, follow me”. There was no safety net for any generous giver and the Samaritan put himself in grave 
danger by stopping to give help to the Jew who was attacked. The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to 
Jesus when he went to the synagogue in Nazareth on a Sabbath day. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written: ‘The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news 
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour”. Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 
attendant and sat down. When he began to speak he said, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing". 
(Luke 4:16-21). Jesus also identified himself with the suffering servant of Isaiah 53:7-8. However it is in the 
triumph of the suffering servant the true message of the Gospel is found. As a sexual outcast, who was 
silenced by society, the role of the eunuch was also close to that of the suffering servant. When Philip 
explained the transformation of the Gospel message to him, it is hardly surprising that the eunuch asked to be 
baptised and went away content. 
 
A major challenge and achievement of Christianity was its success in transferring the distinctive views of the 
minority Jewish religion into this dominant culture. However that transformation carried its own dangers. Jesus 
said: "Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God” (Luke 6:20). In Matthew 23:1-12 Jesus 
condemned the Scribes and Pharisees for their behaviour as custodians of society and religious practice in 
severe and unequivocal terms. Quite correctly early Christianity vociferously attacked the sexual abuses in 
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Roman society but, unlike the uncompromising condemnation of the Jewish specialists by Jesus, in the 
Epistles and Letters. Peter and Paul constantly emphasize the need for Christians to obey the authorities, and 
to conform to the behaviour expected of respectable Roman citizens. Christianity also had to quickly separate 
itself from the continuing social and gender disrupting behaviour of the Goddess cults in order to gain this 
respectability in Roman society. That transformed the teaching of Jesus and the early Church, which had 
recognised the moral duality in gender and sexually variant behaviour into a doctrine which enforced the 
gender complementarity and the male and female stereotypes which were demanded by this gender divided 
society. Instead of a Gospel message which had at first identified completely with the poor and social and 
sexual outcasts, as was presented in the story of the eunuch in Acts 8:27, and in the statement which Jesus 
made in Matthew 19:12, the Christian Church adapted itself to embrace the decorum which was demanded of 
its citizens by Roman society. It also condemned all departures from these stereotypes as disordered acts. In 
all cases there is no toleration of sexual abuse. This transformation leads to a challenging conclusion. From 
each of the scientific, theological and historical points of view it is demonstrated that the traditional teaching 
and doctrines of the Christian Church on gender and sexual variation are built on a false foundation. They do 
not correspond with the teaching of Jesus: they come instead from the need to gain the respectability 
expected of citizens in Roman society and to enforce the authority of the institution itself.  
 
The final chapter of Luke’s Gospel, (Luke 24) tells the story of two disciples of Jesus (Cleopas and one 
unnamed) who were walking from Jerusalem to Emmaus, on the day that Jesus rose from the dead.  As they 
travelled, a man joined them and asked “What is this conversation that you are holding with each other as you 
walk?” They proceeded to tell the stranger of Jesus’ crucifixion and the report of his empty tomb. In their 
despondency, the story of the suffering servant in Isaiah 53:7-8 must have been foremost in their minds. The 
man responded, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did 
not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures about Jesus himself. When they arrived in 
Emmaus that evening, the two disciples stopped to eat, and they asked the man to join them. He did, and as 
he broke the bread and blessed the meal, “their eyes were opened” and they recognized the risen Jesus, 
Jesus then vanished from sight. As a social and sexual outcast, who was despised and silenced by society, 
the role of the eunuch was close to that of the suffering servant. It is in the triumph of the suffering servant the 
true message of the Gospel is found. In this story the eunuch stands for the Church for the outcasts; and for 
Jesus himself. This is the same message that the risen Christ gave to the disciples on the road to Emmaus. 
 
Christianity also had to grow from small beginnings and it is seen in the Letter to Philemon that the early 
Church sought to fulfil in full the radical nature of Christ’s teaching within the Christian community, while 
accepting the need to conform to the social structure of society outside it. Change could not be instant and the 
legitimacy and authority to make these initial compromises appears to be given in the passage in Matthew 
19:12, where Jesus says: “He that is able to receive it let him receive it”. Equivalent qualifications are found in 
the Gospel of Thomas, they were needed if the Church was to survive and take the Gospel message to the 
world. If these initial compromises arose because of the needs of a powerless group in a powerful first century 
Roman Society, they no longer apply. Therefore it is now time to follow in full the commandments of Jesus, 
and restore the radical teaching of Jesus on gender and sex to the present day Church. 
 
For as long as the Christian Church was able to dominate the social structures and the moral values of 
society, these traditional doctrines which condemn all gender and sexually variant behaviour could not be 
challenged. The changes in present day society mean that this control has now been broken. The de-
criminalisation of homosexuality in the 1960s and the subsequent anti-discrimination legislation on a world-
wide basis means that for the first time in at least 1000 years people are able to see the full range of 
experience in gender and sexually variant behaviour and assess, for themselves, the moral duality that exists. 
Despite its acknowledgement that the origins of these conditions has not historically been well understood: 
despite the mass of experiential evidence that is now available, the results of this author’s research, the 
everyday experience of many people, who can now see for themselves the genuineness of transgender 
identities and intensity of love and commitment that can be fulfilled in same-sex partnerships, it is the 
continued refusal of the Church of England, the Anglican Communion and the Catholic and Orthodox 
Churches in particular to consider even the possibility of change to their traditional doctrines on gender and 
sexuality, which is destroying the credibility of Christianity and the Church in the present day world 
 
If these humiliations are to come to a better resolution there must be no cover-up, and no holding back. Yet 
despite this collusion with the secular scapegoating by society and the other abuses and concerns, there is 
little evidence that many Churches are willing to move sufficiently on these matters. For as long as any 
Christian church continues to proclaim a doctrine which medically misdiagnoses how gender and sexual 
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identities develop and excludes any consideration of the relationships between power, gender and sex from 
its remit, the abuses and discrimination against gender and sexually variant people will continue to take place. 
The 2017 report of the Church England “Bishop’s Reflection Group on Sexuality” confined any future 
consideration to that of: “Interpreting the existing law and guidance to permit maximum freedom within it, 
without changes to the law, or the doctrine of the Church”. On the 16th February 2017 following the decision 
by the General Synod not to take note of the report of the Bishops Reflection Group the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York wrote a letter to members of the Church of England which restated the same position. In 
the later paper: “Next Steps on Human Sexuality” also written by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, 
and which was presented to the General of the Church of England on the 7

th
 July 2017, the same constraints 

were again applied. Pope Francis has repeatedly stated that there can be no possibility of change to the 
traditional teaching of the Catholic Church.  
 
Far too often the Christian Church has put theology before science and its own traditions before the Gospel 
message. The condemnations which Jesus applied to the Scribes and Pharisees of his own day for their 
imposition of religious doctrine were complete and extreme. For Jesus, the true bearers of the Gospel 
message are to be found in the poor, the outcast, the Samaritan, the Eunuch, the captive and the oppressed. 
Through the role of Jesus as the suffering servant, the Gospel is revealed. In the story of Philip and the 
Eunuch, the Good Samaritan, the rich follower and the disciples on the road to Emmaus, this teaching has 
been heard, but is still not listened to.  
 
In the present day that true voice of Jesus is more likely to be found amongst all people, transgender, 
transsexual, lesbian, gay, heterosexual and bisexual people who seek to express their own identities within 
roles that are true to themselves, and who attempt to live their lives in ways that fulfil the love of Christ. It is 
less likely to be heard inside the hierarchy or in the theology of an unheeding and unbending Church. 
 
See http://www.tgdr.co.uk/documents/000B-SG-SelectedPapers.pdf for the supporting research 
 
This commentary is also available online at: Gilchrist, Susan. (2017): " Hearing without Listening: The Eunuch 
and the Christian Church": http://www.tgdr.co.uk/documents/013B-HearingWithoutListening.pdf.  
   
© Susan Gilchrist 2017 
 
 

Meditation: On the Prayer of St Francis 
 
It is suggested that one person reads the prayer and another reads the meditation 
 

Lord make us 
instruments of 
your peace 

On this day of remembrance for all transgender people who have died, help 
us build peace and understanding between all of us, so all may rejoice and 
be enfolded in your love. 
 
  

Where there is 
hatred let us sow 
love 
 

Help us to calm the fear and hate that drives us to condemn and scapegoat 
all transgender people, for simply trying to be who they are 
 
 

Where there is 
injury, pardon 
 

Forgive us for all the hurt and injury we have caused, for the presumptions 
we have made, and the guilt we have created 
 

Where there is 
doubt, faith 
 

For all transgender people who are harassed and discriminated against by 
the Christian Church and society help us bring to them the assurance of faith 
that enfolds everybody, who tries to live their lives in ways that are true to 
their own identities and in the fullness of God’s love  
 

Where there is 
despair, hope 
 

Forgive us for the guilt, the self-disgust, the self-blaming and the loss of 
hope we have caused, for the harm that has been done by our medical 
misdiagnoses, and for pursuing a doctrine which condemns every form of 

http://www.tgdr.co.uk/documents/000B-SG-SelectedPapers.pdf
http://www.tgdr.co.uk/documents/013B-HearingWithoutListening.pdf
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transgender expression as a depraved act in pursuit of inappropriate sex. 
 

Where there is 
darkness, light 
 

Help us lord to move Christian Churches from their self-imposed darkness by 
refusing to consider even the possibility of change to their traditional 
doctrines on gender and sexual variation into one which helps them to find 
the Light of Christ 
 

And where there 
is sadness, joy 
 

Lord God we are all wonderfully made in Your image: help all of us, 
heterosexual, transgender, transsexual, lesbian, gay, intersex and bisexual, 
to find and build on the richness that exists in every person, so that with true 
veneration, sharing and understanding for each other, our lives may be lived 
in the Joy of Christ 
 

O divine master 
grant that we may 
not so much seek 
to be consoled as 
to console 
 

Each year on the Transgender Day of Remembrance we commemorate all 
transgender people who have been murdered for being who they are, or who 
have taken their own lives because of the persecution they have endured. 
We remember in particular the following people, who also stand for the many 
others who are unknown or un-named: (list of names: see endnotei). Grant 
your peace and consolation to all those who have been harmed by these 
actions, give courage, comfort and support to the friends, relatives, partners 
and companions who have been left behind. 
 
So that their deaths have not been in vain, give us also the resolve to 
transform our lives in ways that that help us to help others who continue to 
face the same difficulties in their everyday lives. 
  

To be understood 
as to understand 
 

To listen in humility to the voices of all transgender and gender and sexually 
variant people, to hear and to respect their concerns and to act in sympathy 
and esteem for what they say. 
 

To be loved as to 
love 
 

St Paul said, “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or 
free, there is no longer male and female; for all of us are one in Christ 
Jesus”. As Jesus loved us, so we must love each other: This is the Gospel 
message we are asked to share with transgender and all other people in our 
lives. 
 

For it is in giving 
that we receive 
 

In his role as the suffering servant the true message of the Gospel is 
revealed. It was Jesus who made the supreme sacrifice for us. Grant us that 
we too may give of ourselves without restraint in our lives. 
 

It is in pardoning 
that we are 
pardoned 
 

Calm our angers. Give us Lord the ability to forgive ourselves and each 
other: And not to harbour the hurt of past injustice. There is much more to 
Christianity than just these issues of gender and sex. Let us build a world 
together which can truly fulfil the Love of God in Jesus Christ.  
 

And it's in dying 
that we are born 
to eternal life 
 

The early Christian Church set out to be a beacon of light, shining out to the 
discriminatory society around it. That beacon should shine most strongly in 
places where discriminatory societies exist. Whatever the social cost to the 
organisation may be, surely the mission of every Church today must be to 
rekindle that beacon of light. We pray that this new light of the Gospel 
Message will be lit to shine equally in all parts of the world and for all people, 
including transgender and transsexual people, who seek to live their lives in 
ways that are true to their own identities, in the Love of Christ  
 

Amen © Susan Gilchrist 2017 
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Intercessions for a Transgender Day of Remembrance 

 
These are also found in Gilchrist, Susan. (2017): "Liturgy for a Transgender Day of Remembrance":   
http://www.tgdr.co.uk/documents/ SuH1108g-TransgenderDayOfRemembranceLiturgy.pdf 

 
 
For Loss 
 
Let us pray for all those who have been killed or died because they have not conformed to 
the gender roles that society expects.  
 
List of names…… to be read out: (see endnote)ii.  
 
Grant them peace and bring to those they leave behind them your comfort in the knowledge 
that all people, irrespective of gender identity or sexual orientation are enfolded and are 
precious in the Love of Christ. 
 
Lord in your wisdom 
 
Hear our Prayer 
 
 
For Understanding 
 
As we reflect on this list of names and the deaths of so many people, help us Lord to think 
afresh about what it means to belong to our own gender and to be transgender; for we are 
all as one in your love. As far as we are able to, help us to listen, and to learn to understand 
what it means to be transgender, so that we and all transgender people always and in 
harmony together, live to the full, the Gospel of Christian Love in our everyday lives 
 
Lord in your wisdom 
 
Hear our Prayer 
 
 
For Self-Acceptance 
 
We acknowledge the harm that our prejudice and ignorance has sometimes unknowingly 
created. We recognise the feelings of guilt and self-loathing that transgender people 
themselves feel when they apply these negative messages about transgender people in 
general to themselves. It is your love that transcends all genders. Grant us wisdom care 
and concern that all of us, whatever our genders and backgrounds are fellow companions 
on our journeys, and that we all are equally accepted for who we are in the Love of Christ  
 
Lord in your wisdom 
 
Hear our Prayer 
 

http://www.tgdr.co.uk/documents/%20SuH1108g-TransgenderDayOfRemembranceLiturgy.pdf
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For the support of other people. 
 
For transgender people the journey across genders crosses many divides. Help not only 
transgender people, but their friends, spouses and supporters make that journey together to 
find a true meeting place beyond these divides. For transgender people who are rejected by 
their families or lack social support we ask you to give all people involved strength and 
understanding to overcome these obstacles and to bring new opportunities for relationships 
to be restored 
 
Lord in your wisdom 
 
Hear our Prayer 
 
 
For an end to discrimination and Abuse 
 
Despite gender equality legislation, discrimination still occurs. Transsexuals find it difficult to 
gain employment. Unemployment rates are high. The attitudes of others may make it 
impossible to continue in any employment that is held. Transsexual people are vulnerable 
to attacks on their homes and on the streets. Verbal abuse is common. Lord we ask you to 
grant wisdom, care and compassion to all people who engage in these activities, so that we 
may all live together in peace. 
 
Lord in your wisdom 
 
Hear our Prayer 
 
 
 
To work for a more understanding society 
 
Lord, we have all failed in our understanding by embracing the historic presumptions and 
traditional teaching that transsexuals are following a lifestyle choice in pursuit of sexual 
rewards; and not of identity instead. We have failed in the treatment and management 
methods that have been prescribed because of the medical misdiagnoses that have been 
made. We recognise the harm that this has brought. Help all of us Lord to create a greater 
understanding in society and to promote a future which is not bound to the attitudes of the 
past but, one which can move forward to promote the fullness of life in all in the world 
 
Lord in your wisdom 
 
Hear our Prayer 
 
 
For forgiveness and Love 
 
Lord God, Creator of the Universe, you know are inner hearts. Too often we have failed to 
follow your ways. Forgive us for our past failures. Grant us fresh hearts and new minds so 
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that we can celebrate the full richness and diversity of human experience in the Love of 
Christ. 
 
 
BLESSING 
 
May the blessings of God’s Love 
And the joy of God’s Peace 
Be found in us all 
Now and Always 
 
Amen 
 
 
© Susan Gilchrist 2016 
 
 

                                                           
i
 For a list of names of people who have died, go tohttp://www.tgdr.co.uk/documents/ SuH1108w-

TransgenderDeaths2017.pdf  See also the Transgender Day of Remembrance Website 
https://www.glaad.org/tdor  

 
ii
 For a list of names of people who have died, go to: http://www.tgdr.co.uk/documents/ SuH1108w-

TransgenderDeaths2017.pdf   See also the Transgender Day of Remembrance Website 
https://www.glaad.org/tdor  
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